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1.1 AXT v. 2.0.5 summary 
Highlights of this release is the improvement in transformation configuration. Rather than using one 
(big) configuration file, AXT now supports multiple configuration files each with one or more 
transformation definitions (doc-entries). 

The main changes are listed below 
 
·  One XML configurations is replaced with multiple files containing transformations 
·  Key definitions (keydef  tags) are no longer mandatory (auto-defined on use in 

transformations) 
·  System keys ( _i p,  _ur l , etc.) are now internally defined and not needed in configuration 

file 
·  A configuration split-tool comes with the package to ease transition to new structure 
·  Configuration is no longer auto-reloaded periodically. You must reload from ACC or server-

entry upon changes 
 

� � If you use the new configuration option you should not edit the existing (old) configuration 
file (usually named AXTConf i gur at i on. xml ) since this file is not read in the new mode. 
However you may keep it and “ rollback” to the original version and mode at a later time. 

1.2 Installation 
AXT basic v. 2.0.5 depends on ADK v.2.0.8, so you must install/update to this version first.  

 
·  Install ADK 
·  Install AXT update 

1.2.1 Updating existing AXT version 
If you update your existing AXT version, the existing configuration file will continue to be used as 
default. To make the new configuration mode take effect you must: 

 
·  set the AXT property axt . conf i gur at i on. ol dst y l e=f al se 
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·  (optionally) split the existing configuration file into multiple components using spl i t axt cf g  
 
If you omit splitting the existing configuration file, AXT will split it into a .key file and one big 
XML-file (conf / axt / t r ansf or mat i ons/ t r ansf or mat i ons. xml ) containing all transformations 
from the original file on its first launch. 

1.2.2 New AXT installation 
In this case properties forcing the new configuration modus will be in effect. Thus you can start 
creating transformation files straight off. 

1.3 AXT Transformation configuration components 
AXT supports transformations components (transformations, key-definitions) to be stored in a 
number of separate files in arbitrary directories under conf / axt / t r ansf or mat i ons . This split is 
intended to ease the work with and delivery of transformation components. 

AXT also supports (for backward compatibility) the use of one single configuration file but it is 
recommended to use the split configuration which becomes default for new installations. The mode 
is controlled by the property axt . conf i gur at i on. ol dst y l e={ t r ue,  f al se} . 

Thus, if you update AXT with the new features you should set this property to false before the 
configuration is split and the new files are used. 

Setting ol dst y l e=f al se will make AXT split the existing configuration file and create one .key 
file with extracted key definitions and one XML-file with all the transformations. If you prefer one 
XML-file pr transformations you should use the spl i t axt cf g command (se later section on 
splitting existing configuration). 

The original configuration file is not deleted but not used either unless the ol dst y l e flag is 
reversed to true later. 

1.4 Transformation files 
You may freely put transformations and key-definitions in XML-files in directories of own 
choosing in the path axt / conf / t r ansf or mat i ons . These files must, however, be well-formed with 
an XML-prolog and the root-tag <t r ansf or mat i ons> containing the transformations and 
definitions. 

It is allowed to put several transformation definitions and key definitions in the same file – e.g. it 
may be sensible to keep related entries together (regarding same customer or transformations that 
interact). 

 

 
Figure 1: Several transformations in one XML-file 
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Since transformations no longer have the natural ordering given by their position in the 
configurations file, the attribute pr ecedence is introduced to allow ordering of transformations 
across individual transformation files. However, the order is still significant if more 
transformations are put in the same file. 

Files with the .key extension are assumed to contain keydef  definitions for keys. These must 
occur before later use in transformations. Therefore .key-files are automatically given maximum 
precedence. 

 
� � With the introduction of split transformation files explicit keydef  definitions are no longer 

necessary. If a transformation uses a key not defined, the definitions is automatically made. 

1.5 Configuration synthesis and reload 
AXT constructs one synthesized file from all the XML-components. This file refers all the 
configuration components using the XInclude language. The file (axt conf . xml ) is placed in 
conf / axt  and parsed as usual. For this to work the XML-parser must support this. ADK uses the 
Xinclude (http://www.w3.org/TR/xinclude/) compliant Xerces parser from Apache.org 
(http://www.apache.org). 

 

 
Figure 2: Generated configuration file (axt conf . xml ) 

 
This generated file should never be modified manually since it is overwritten on configuration 
reload. 

1.6 Splitting existing AXT configuration files with spl i t axt cf g 
command 

With AXT basic v. 2.0.5 a command for splitting existing (old-style) AXT configuration files may 
be used for easy transition to the new component based configuration. This command will split the 
configuration into either multiple XML-files each with one transformation (recommended) or one 
XML-file with all transformations. 
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The syntax of spl i t axt cf g is shown below. 
 

C: \ pr oj ect s\ dev>spl i t axt cf g - - hel p 
 
AXTConf i gur at i onManager  [ - - hel p]  [ - - axt cf g: <absf i l e>]  [ - - di r : <absdi r >]  [ - - mul t i pl ef i l es]  [ - -
f ewf i l es]  [ - - del et e]  
 
- - hel p             Thi s hel p 
- - axt cf g: <absf i l e> An absol ut e pat h t o AXT conf i gur at i on t o spl i t .  Def aul t  i s  def aul t  c f g 
- - di r : <absdi r >     An absol ut e pat h t o dest i nat i on di r ect or y.  Def aul t  i s  
conf / axt / t r ansf or mat i ons 
- - mul t i pl ef i l es    Cr eat es one f i l e pr  t r ansf or mat i on 
- - f ewf i l es         Cr eat es one f i l e wi t h al l  t r ansf or mat i ons 
- - pr eser vespace    Pr eser ve al l  whi t espace f r om or i gi nal  conf i gur at i on f i l e 
- - del et e           Cl eans t he dest i nat i on di r ect or y bef or e spl i t t i ng 
 
The command spl i t  t he gi ven AXT conf i gur at i on f i l e i nt o t r ansf or mat i on component s.  Thi s i s  
r ecommended t o make conf i gur at i on handl i ng mor e managebl e.  Each component  may be edi t ed 
separ at el y.  
 
Exampl e:  
 
    AXTConf i gur at i onManager  - - f ewf i l es 
 
Spl i t s st andar d conf i gur at i on f i l e i nt o one . key f i l e 
and one . xml  f i l e wi t h t r ansf or mat i ons i n st d t r ansf or mat i on di r ect or y.  
 
Exampl e:  
 
   AXTConf i gur at i onManager  - - axt f i l e: \ t emp\ t est conf i gur at i on. xml  - - mul t i pl ef i l es 
 
Spl i t s t est conf i gur at i on. xml  f i l e i nt o one . key f i l e and one . xml  f i l e f or  each 
t r ansf or mat i on.  

 
When an existing AXT configuration file is split into the transformation directory you may or may 
not want to add the extracted transformations to the ones already present in the directory (of course 
this is not an issue if you never created XML-components in the directory). The --del et e flag 
signals whether the transformation directory should be cleaned before the extracted transformations 
are stored as there files.  

1.7 AXT Shipped transformations 
AXT comes with a small number of transformations that serve a system or informational purpose. 
These reside in the conf / axt / t r ansf or mat i ons/ sys  directory. These transformations may be 
overwritten by updates and are not intended for end-user modifications. 

Note that the sys directory and other sub directories are protected in the sense that the content is 
not deleted when a composite configuration file is split with the - - del et e flag. 

1.8 Implicit and internal key definitions 
Previously keys had to be defined before use. This is still possible but no longer necessary. If a key 
is used in a transformation definitions but not defined, a definitions with default properties 
(weight=1) is automatically constructed. 

Previously a number of system keys (_i p,  _ur l  etc.) had to be defined in the configuration file. 
These are no longer required since AXT adds them internally. As user you need not bother yourself 
with key definitions at all unless you have very special requirements to transformation selection 
(specially weighted keys). 
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� � AXT still supports the old explicit key definition mode but you will have to set the property 
axt . keys. aut odef i ne=f al se to activate it. 

 

1.9 Example usage 
If you are using an editor that supports definition of file groups or projects like the MED editor 
(http://www.utopia-planitia.de/indexus.html) working with the configuration becomes considerably 
eased (illustration below).  
 

 
Figure 3 Using the MED-editor  to organize and edit transformation files 

 


